Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.107; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.9.
In the title compound, C 21 H 20 N 4 O 4 S 2, the piperazine ring adopts a chair conformation. The 1-ethylindoline-2,3-dione system links to one N atom of the piperazine ring via a carbodithioate group. The indoline-2,3-dione ring and the nitrobenzene ring subtend adihedral angle of 37.27 (7) . In the crystal structure, weak C-HÁ Á ÁO and -stacking interactions [centroid-centroid distances = 3.534 (5) and 3.797 (5) Å ] may help to establish the packing.
Related literature
For the fungicidal activity of dithiocarbamates, see : Farghaly et al. (1999) ; Xu et al. (2002) ; Ozkirimli et al. (2005) and for their antibacterial activity, see : Chourasia et al. (1999) ; Imamura et al. (2001) . For the effective antitumor activity of dithiocarbamates, see : Cao et al. (2005) ; Gaspari et al. (2006) . For a description of the Cambridge Structural Database, see: Allen (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: APEX2 and SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2009 Dithiocarbamates represent a broad spectrum of biological activities such as fungicidal (Farghaly et al., 1999; Xu et al., 2002; Ozkirimli et al., 2005) and antibacterial effects (Chourasia et al., 1999; Imamura et al., 2001) . Dithiocarbamates were also proved to have in vitro and in vivo effective antitumor activities (Cao et al., 2005; Gaspari et al., 2006) . In an effort to obtain new and more potent antibacterial and antitumor compounds, we synthesized the title compound, a kind of novel dithiocarbamate derivative. Here, we report the crystal structure of the title compound.
The X-ray crystal analysis shown that the piperazine ring adopts a chair conformation. The indole-2,3-dione ring and the nitrobenzene ring exhibit a dihedral angle of 37.27 (7)° ( 
Refinement
All the H atoms were discernible in the difference electron density maps. Nevertheless, the hydrogen atoms were placed into idealized positions and allowed to ride on the carrier atoms, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.97 Å for aryl and methylene H atoms, respectively, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
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Figures Fig. 1 . The title molecule with the atomic numbering scheme. The displacement ellipsoids are shown at the 50% probability level. (5) x, -y+1, z+0.5 * Cg1, Cg2 and Cg3 are the centroids of the C1-C2-C3-C4-C5-C6 (benzene), C11-C16-C17-C18-N4 (pyrrole) and C11-C12-C13-C14-C15-C16 rings, respectively.
